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RELIGIOUS WORE AT THE STATE UNIVERSITY 
OP IOWA 

The Situation 

The Religious situation at the State University of Iowa is 
perhaps unique in that it does not present any spectacular fea- 
tures. The University with an enrollment for the present year 
of 4440 is located in the heart of the city of 15,000 people with 
ten Protestant and three Catholic churches within walking dis- 
tance of the Campus, each carrying on a program in which 
students have an important part. The two Christian Associa- 
tions with eleven hundred members provide the leadership in 
the social service activities on the campus and in the com- 
munity. An Interdenominational Board lends the necessary 
interdenominational aspect to the work. The same tendency to 
normality characterizes the program of the religious workers 
in that it does not depend upon special campaigns or upon 
outside leadership, but is developed from within along the line 
of Religious Education, Personal evangelism, and Social Service 
program. It will be necessary to bear this situation in mind 
in order that the real results of the religious work may be 
apparent in the report. 

Denominational Distribution op Students 



Church 


Members 


Preferences 


Total 


Methodist Episcopal 


966 


390 


1356 


Presbyterian 


458 


209 


667 


Catholic 


576 


5 


581 


Congregational 


305 


99 


404 


Lutheran 


212 


18 


230 


Christian 


168 


33 


201 


Baptist 


122 


21 


143 


Episcopal 


117 


20 


137 


Unitarian 


17 


26 


43 


Christian Science 


25 


15 


40 


Evangelical 


26 


1 


27 


United Brethern 


24 


1 


25 


Reformed 


13 


1 


14 


Jewish 


12 


1 


13 


Latter Day Saints 


12 




12 


Universalists 


7 




7 
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Mennonities 3 3 

Others 31 4 35 



3094 844 3938 

Total Chuch Members, 3094. 

Total Church Preference, 844. 

Total Church Affiliations, 3938. 

Total No Preference, 149. 

Included in Statistics, 4087. 

No Statistics, 353. 

Total Enrollment, 4440. 
Percent Included in Statistics showing membership 75.75% 
Percent Included in Statistics showing preference 20.65% 

Percent Included in Statistics showing no preference 3.60% 

100.00% 

Student Affiliations With Churches With Reference to 
Increase in Period op Ten Years — 1910-1920 
Name of Church and Percent of Increase: Baptist, 75; 
Christian, 108; Congregational, 118; Episcopal, 55; Lutheran, 
196; Methodist Episcopal, 130; Presbyterian, 96; Unitarian, 
119 ; Others, 108 ; Catholic, 102. Increase in University attend- 
ance 1910-11 to 1919-20—128%. Increase in Church member- 
ship 1910-11 to 1919-20—140%. 

Church Attendance 





A 


A 


Average 




Good Day's 


Good Day 's 


Attendance 




Church 


Young People ' 


's Bible 




Attendance 


Society 


Classes 


Baptist 


60 


40 


15 


Christian 


75 


30 


55 


Christian Science 


28 




6 


Congregational 


85 


75 


30 


English Lutheran 


50 


50 


30 


German Lutheran 


40 


20 




Methodist Episcopal 


500 


200 


160 


Presbyterian 


150 


80 


67 


Protestant Episcopal 


55 


30 




Roman Catholic 


550 


200 


500 


Unitarian 


75 


30 





Total 1668 755 863 
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Denominational Student Centers 

The State and National organizations of the Congrega- 
tional, Methodist, Presbyterian and Episcopal churches main- 
tain student centers on the campus as headquarters for student 
work. In most cases the house serves as the residence of the 
Student Pastor and is provided with office facilities, spacious 
rooms for social activities, study groups, committee meetings 
and the like ; or where students may find a quiet corner to write, 
read or study. The need of these homelike centers on the 
campus is demonstrated by the large number of students who 
use them each year. From the point of view of the religious 
work their value lies in the close personal contact made possi- 
ble between the students and the Student Pastor and his wife. 

Student Pastor's Work 

The Congregational, Methodists and Presbyterians maintain 
Student Pastors. 

The work of the Student Pastor might be classified under 
three heads, viz. : Religious Education, Personal Conferences and 
Social Activities. He is responsible for the Religious Education 
program of the students of his denomination. Bible Classes, 
Young People 's Society, Mission Study Classes, Student Council 
Denominational Guild and other types of student organization 
and activity make up this program. The student pastor in ad- 
dition to the work of supervision usually teaches a Student Bible 
Class. 

Through personal conferences the Student Pastor seeks to 
interest each student in the church activities and encourages 
him to affiliate with the local church. He recruits students for 
the various types of Social Service being carried on in the Uni- 
versity Community, aids student leaders in organizing their 
activities and helps students to make the Christian decision and 
dedication of their lives to Christian Service. Questions re- 
lating to University life, choice of vocation, and other problems 
common to students are covered in these conferences. Calls 
are made at the men's rooms, but on the whole the emphasis 
is laid on encouraging students to come to the office for the 
purpose of conference. 

Supplementary to this personal work each year a Life Work 
Conference is held. Leaders of the denomination present to 
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the students the challenge and opportunities of the Christian 
vocations, conferences are held with interested persons and fol- 
low up work is carefully carried out. 

Social activities are conducted both in the church buildings 
and at the student houses. Receptions are given to new students 
at the opening of school, and to seniors at commencement time. 
"At homes are observed during the fall months and banquets 
are given for the purpose of getting the students better ac- 
quainted with the members of the faculty in the local church. 
The Young People's Societies conduct socials or "friendly 
nights" each week at which hundreds of students are provided 
with amusement and recreation. 

Some Student Religious Organizations 
Kappa Phi is an organization of the women students of 
the Methodist Church. Bethany Circle is a Sunday School Class 
of the Christian Church consisting of women of the University. 

Morrison Club is a student organization of the Episcopal 
Church. 

Wesley Club is an organization of Methodist students. 

Congregational Guild is an organization of all Congrega- 
tional students. 

Young Men's Christian Assocution 

The twenty-two activities of the University Y. M. C. A. 
herein mentioned are so diversified that one may at first ques- 
tion the existence of an organized program. But each of the 
twenty-two activities has as its motive the rendering of service, 
and taken as a whole they give a correct view of the service 
rendered by the students to students and to the community. 
The Association program encourages the religious life in stu- 
dents by connecting them with their respective churches while 
in Iowa City; it causes growth in the individual through the 
expression of high motives and religious ideals, and it serves 
the specific needs of the University and Community demanding 
student initiative, but Service is the backbone of the program, 
and the General Secretary functions as a Coach. The work is 
of a two-fold nature. 1. The direct benefit to the student body 
and community. 2. The training in actual service to one's 
fellows which produces a fundamental development of character 
that is a permanent value not only to the individual but to 
society. 
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The Activities for the Present Year Include the Fol- 
lowing : 

1. Three hundred letters written to freshmen before they 
left home. 

2. Eleven men attended a retreat before the opening of 
school. 

3. Man sent to Junction point to meet trains and to direct 
new men. 

4. Two information booths maintained during first two 
days of registration. 

5. 175 bags checked free during registration. 

6. Supervised the securing of religious census of students 
(with cooperation of churches). 

7. 3000 folders printed with cooperation of student pas- 
tors for the purpose of giving publicity to the Bible classes 
in the church — folders were distributed in fraternities and room- 
ing houses. 

8. 2000 handbooks of student activities published at cost 
of $350. 

9. Councilman trained to do membership work resulting 
in the securing of 405 members, and $1,678.75 subscribed. One 
Fraternity gave $136.50. 

10. Approximately 100 visits made on sick men in hospital. 

11. Participation of foreign students secured on the pro- 
gram of the All-University party. Foreign students entertained 
by the Y. M. C. A. council of fifty men. 

12. A musical program is being provided each Sunday 
afternoon in the University hospital. 

13. New students are being visited and enlisted in the 
program of the Association. 

14. Moving pictures and entertainments are provided at 
Children's hospital. Groups conducted weekly through the hos- 
pital and its services explained. 

15. Committees working with two "Hi Y" clubs. 

16. AY. M. C. A. Quartette organized. 

17. Association furnishes headquarters for Boy Scouts and 
cooperates by assisting scout executives to secure assistant scout 
masters. 

18. An experiment is being made with discussion groups. 

19. "The All University party" under the auspices of 
both Associations carried out at whiQh 2000 attended. 
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20. "Hello Day" successfully carried out — ^an attempt on 
the part of the Associations to mix the whole campus. 

21. Twelve men attended State Student Conference in Des 
Moines. 

22. The Association now has a cabinet of 9 men meeting 
weekly and a council of 45 men working on the program. 

Young Women's Christian Association 

The Y. W. C. A. at the University of Iowa stands for 
Christian Ideals and Service. Active membership is based 
upon sympathy with the Association's purpose and a personal 
declaration of faith. This is the largest women's organization 
on the campus. Its headquarters are in the Liberal Arts Build- 
ing with of5Sce and restroom adjoining the women's drawing 
room. 

The Social department has charge of University mixers for 
new students, of "cozies" given on Sunday afternoons, and of 
teas given before the weekly meetings. An effort is made to 
bring about a better fellowship and a wider social contact 
among the girls of the University. 

Discussion groups form a part of the study program and 
meet weekly under student leadership for a short period, giving 
the women enrolled a chance to help solve campus problems, 
and to get a perspective of University life as a whole. 

More than one hundred women have pledged an hour or 
more a week for visiting or teaching in the Children's Hospital, 
and in the University Hospital. At the State Sanitarium, and 
at the Old Ladies Home programs are given every two weeks. In 
connection with the social department an employment bureau 
is maintained, over one hundred positions were filled during the 
past year. 

Eegular weekly meetings of the Association are held on 
Wednesday afternoon in the Liberal Arts Building. Programs 
of informational and inspirational value are arranged. At- 
tendance varies between 35 and 120. 

The membership campaign this year resulted in 630 mem- 
bers with 500 signed up for active committee work. 

The Interdenominational Board 
The task of securing an adequate religious work program 
in the State University of Iowa has caused the Student Associa- 
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tion Secretaries and the church workers to join closer together. 
The number of religious workers is so small in comparison 
with the needs of the field, that wisdom dictates the closest pos- 
sible cooperation to conserve energy. The formation of the 
Interdenominational Board was the first step in the direction 
of a more unified program and economical use of the efforts of 
the religious workers. 

The following articles were approved by a representative 
body of religious workers in February, 1919, and later were 
formally accepted by the Advisory Boards of the two Associa- 
tions and the Ministers of the city as a basis upon which to start : 

1. That there should be a unified interdenominational effort 
in the religious work among students. 

2. That, although there does not now exist any organiza- 
tion that by its requirements for active membership can be 
said to be strictly interdenominational yet the Y. M. C. A. and 
the Y. W. C. A. should be accepted as the interdenominational 
organizations through which the effort should be made. 

3. That the Advisory Board of the Y. M. C. A. should 
have in its membership a representative of at least every prot- 
estant denomination in the city, and also should have as ex- 
officio members all denominational pastors giving partial or 
entire time to work among students, and pastors of such other 
denominations as are not represented by student pastors. 

4. That the Advisory Board of the Y. W. C. A. should 
have similar denominational representation. 

5. That an Interdenominational Board should be organized 
which shall consist of the two Advisory Boards, all active 
Pastors in the city, and such others as the Board may select, 
including at least some students. The function of the Board 
being to consider and to suggest modifications in the interde- 
nominational activities of the two Associations. 

This Board should meet on call, but at least three times 
each academic year. Its chairman should be the Secretary 
of the Y. M. C. A. and its vice-chairman the Secretary of the 
Y. W. C. A. 

6. That the student pastors should be active in the work 
of the Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W. C. A. 

At a meeting of the Board in May, 1920, four standing 
committees were appointed, viz: Religious Education, Church 
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attendance and benevolence projects, Speakers and Recruiting, 
and Social Service. The functions of these committees are to 
find the need in their respective fields, to recommend a co- 
ordinate and interdenominational program to supervise the 
work, and to appraise the results for future recommendations. 

Some Results op a Year's Work 

Number of students uniting with churches afSliate 290, con- 
fession 28. 

Number students attending church, Bible classes and Y. P. 
Societies on a Good Day Church 1668. Y. P. S. 755. Bible 
Classes 863. 

Students engaged in Social Service activities in the Uni- 
versity community 300. 

Students preparing for Christian service as Ministers and 
Missionaries 30. 

Students in the Student Volunteer Band 21. 

Number students joining Y. M. and Y. W. C. A., 1081. 

Money raised by Y. M. and Y. W. C. A. from students, 
$2,678.00. 



Organizations. 

(a) Congregational Guild. 

(a) Presbyterian Student 
Council. 

(a) Methodist Student Coun- 
cil. 

Methodist Kappa Phi. 
Methodist Wesley Club. 

(a) English Lutheran Stu- 
dent Cabinet. 

(a) Christian-Bethany Cir- 
cle. 

(a) Episcopal - Morrison 
Club. 



(b) To promote Congrega- 
tional fellowship. 

(b) To help carry out the 
church program among stu- 
dents. 

(b) To help carry out 
church program among Metho- 
dist students. 

(b) Religious and Social. 

(b) To study intensely Re- 
ligious problem. 

(b) To assist the Pastor in 
his work with students. 

(b) Social and Religious. 

(b) Social and Religious. 



